
MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW – SEPTEMBER 10-12, 2027 

 

VILLA LOUIS CARRIAGE CLASSIC 
VISITOR’S GUIDE – 2026 

 

MAIN ARENA – hosts traditional arena classes and 
several spectator favorites 

• Reinsmanship – it’s the driver being judged! Look for skill, control, use of the 
reins, and the overall handling of the turnout. 

• Turnout – it’s all about the overall picture: horse, driver, passengers, vehicle, 
harness, appointments, and presentation. 

• Working – here, the horses and ponies take center stage, with the judge looking closely at their manners,  
movement, responsiveness, and overall performance. 

• Carriage Dog – the canine attendant gets the spotlight! Spectators are invited to help select a favorite. 
• Drive & Ride – horses are first shown in harness, followed by a quick tack change before the same horses return under saddle. 

• Attendants’ Class – the “behind-the-scenes” members of the turnout get their chance to take the reins and show off their driving skills. 
• Concours d’Élégance – an invitational class showcasing the show’s most elegant and harmonious turnouts. 

• Picnic Class – turnouts are first judged in the arena and then set up a traditional picnic in the staging area. Scores from both portions determine the winner, 
and spectators vote for the Spectators’ Choice Award. 

OBSTACLE AREAS 
• Gambler’s Choice Obstacles – drivers have 120 seconds to collect as many points as possible. More difficult obstacles are worth more, and each 

may be driven twice—but not consecutively. Highest score wins! 
• Cross Country-Pace Obstacles – a simulated country drive through a course that may include bridges, a water crossing, laundry lines, and wooded trails. 

Each turnout has an ideal time based on equine size; the penalty-free turnout finishing closest to that ideal time wins. 
• Timed Obstacles – a race against the clock through numbered pairs of cones set only about a foot wider than the vehicle. Knock a ball 

off a cone and 5 seconds are added. Fastest time wins! 

BBRRIIEEFF SSCCHHEEDDUULLEE OOFF EEVVEENNTTSS: 
 

Friday, September 11, 2026 
 

9:00 a.m. – Reverse Psychology Obstacles – Main 
Arena; Timed Obstacles – North Lawn 

10:00 a.m. – Stable Tour – meet at the Welcome Tent 
Noon – Progressive Obstacles – Main Arena; Concours 

d’Attelage de Tradition Presentation Judging – 
Sculpture Park 

1:30 p.m. – Gambler’s Choice Obstacles – north of the 
Main Arena 

2:30 p.m. – Your Route/My Route Obstacles – Main 
Arena 

3:00 p.m. – Stable Tour – meet at the Welcome Tent 
7:00 p.m. – Friday Night Dinner – reservations required 

Saturday, September 12, 2026 
 

8:00 a.m. – Arena competition begins and continues 
throughout the day; Timed Obstacles 

 begin – North Lawn 
10:00 a.m. – Cross Country–Pace Obstacles begin – 

best viewed near the water crossing 
10:30 a.m. – Stable Tour – meet at the Welcome Tent 
Noon – Picnic Class – Main Arena and staging area 

1:00 p.m. – Gambler’s Choice Obstacles begin – north 
of the Main Arena 

1:30 p.m. – Stable Tour – meet at the Welcome Tent 
3:30 p.m. – Alumni Class – Main Arena 

7:00 p.m. – Saturday Night Dinner – reservations 
required

Sunday, September 13, 2026 
 

8:00 a.m. – Arena competition begins and continues 
throughout the day; Timed Obstacles begin – North 

Lawn 
11:00 a.m. – Cross Country–Pace Obstacles begin – best 

viewed near the water crossing 
Noon – Carriage Dog Class – Main Arena 

2:00 p.m. – Gambler’s Choice Obstacles begin – north 
of the Main Arena 

4:00 p.m. – Concours d’Élégance – Main Arena 


	BRIEF SCHEDULE OF EVENTS:

